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Dear Church Family, 

 

There are all sorts of models for leadership in the church today – some good and some 

not so good. All it takes is a quick read of the news to become acquainted with both 

kinds.   

 

At its January meeting the Session of Grace Covenant discussed models of leadership as 

a portion of our devotional time: in particular, the Shepherd model and the Corporate 

model. The Shepherd model cares for the flock - desires to nurture and tend the  

community; the Corporate model cares about the bills and the workings of the church – 

the preservation of the institution.  Both are important and it’s not really an “either or” 

choice, but about which foot will lead. The Session committed to consciously leading 

with the Shepherd model. 

 

As an outgrowth of that conversation and prayer, on February 25, the Session is going to 

begin a Every Member Canvass Campaign. We would like to touch base with all our 

members and offer you a personal connection to someone on Session, as well as an  

opportunity to share your observations about and ideas for our growing church.  A  

member of Session will be calling you. Please take the time for a few minutes of  

conversation. Tell us what you love about Grace Covenant and what we could do better 

as a church.  It is the Session’s desire for the congregation to feel connected both as a  

loving community to one another and connected to our leadership so that the community 

continues to be shaped by the dreams of the people dreaming after God.   

 

So, when the phone rings…pick it up.  Get to know someone a little better. Share your 

thoughts and dreams for Grace Covenant.  Let us grow together in the love of the Lord! 

 

Blessings, 

 

~Pastor Trish 



 MISSIONS & OUTREACH CORNER 

Upcoming Special Offerings and Events: 

 
-Souper Bowl of Caring: On February 3 our youth will be standing in the Greeting Room to receive donations to feed 

the hungry. Be sure to show your support and put your donation in the bucket of your favorite team. The results will be 

reported the following week! 

 
-One Great Hour of Sharing: Easter Sunday, April 21. 

 

-Shred Day: Tentatively planning a Community Shred Day for Saturday, April 6. 

 
-Habitat  for Humanity: We will continue to be part of the Golden Strip Coalition. This will be the 8th Habitat project 

our church has been a part of, and we are in the planning stage for the Spring Build. Consider being a part of this year's 

build. Our volunteer day is yet to be determined so stay tuned for further information. 

 

Soup Kitchen: Saturday, January 12 was a dreary winter day. Reason enough for people to find a 

warm place to eat at the Triune Mercy Center. Our Team A served 88 guests and a total of 100 meals. 

All the food was used, everyone was fed. A special thank you to all of our cooks, servers and dessert 

providers. 

         
 

2018 Christmas Eve Love Offering: Thank you so much for your generous support of United Ministries 

“HEAT” program. We collected a total of $ 1,131.25! 

 

Clothing Drive: As of January 27, our Clothing Drive total had reached 710 items. The James Monroe House has 

put out a plea on their web site for clothing donations as their mission is running significantly short of the need. Since 

many of us tend to procrastinate, we will extend the clothing collection one additional week (to Sunday, February 3) in 

an effort to increase our church donation. We delivered the items already collected to the Mission House this past  

Monday. They were very appreciative and wished to pass on their sincere thanks for our support.  

 

All gently worn or new clothing items are accepted. Winter wear is the greatest need right now. If you have already 

cleaned out your closets and drawers, you may want to make a visit to the thrift store and pick up a few items for the 

clothing drive. It’s also a great way to teach your children or grandchildren about helping others. Give them a few dol-

lars and let them purchase items for the clothing drive. Thanks again for your generosity.   
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         Continued….  
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~Your Missions Committee - Norm St. John,  Kim Calhoun, Elisabeth Egli, Judy Harris, 

Rebecca Huskey, Tina Sabia, Jackie Fitch, Billy Forrester and Linda Elmore 

Acoustic Jam: Do you LOVE music? The Grace Covenant Presbyterian Acoustic Jam will meet on Friday, 

February 22 at 6:30 pm in the Greeting Room. We welcome folks from our church community and the  

community at large to join us for some good music and fellowship. Anyone of any ability level is welcome to 

bring an instrument and sit in our circle to take a turn to lead a song or just play along with others. If you don't 

play an instrument, join us to listen and sometimes sing along.  Please bring a snack to share when we break 

from the music to enjoy each other’s company.  

If you have questions, call Rebecca or Steven Huskey at 244-8349. 

 

SAVE THIS DATE  - SUNDAY, MARCH 24, 2019 

Young, old, families, men, women, children, singles, groups, neighbors, friends, enemies – we all have a heart for those 

who go hungry.  So, EVERYONE of every age is invited to be a part of the Grace Covenant Crop Walk Team. Keep 

your eyes and ears open for upcoming details. There will be special ways to participate and endless ways to have fun.  

Mark Your Calendar NOW.    

                                 

                     Who me?  Yes you!!  Even couch potatoes can be on our team! 

 

 

Periodically our Missions & Outreach Committee provides you with community event opportunities. Our goal is to 

choose events that will help us all to “Grow in Grace - mentally, physically, spiritually, and emotionally. Our most re-

cent invitation, SOUTHERN VOICES Black, White, and Blues event was offered in anticipation of Martin Luther King 

Day. It took place free of charge at the Peace Center Huguenot Loft. Here are a few one sentence reviews.  

-Between the country blues singer/guitarist/story teller Scott Ainslie and the heartfelt poetry presentation by Glenis  

Redmond, this was an evening to remember. ~Elisabeth Egli 

 

-This was a wonderful and uplifting event and wonderful fellowship opportunity that has inspired me to write my own 

poetry and it has made me incredibly excited to attend many, many more events. ~Jacqueline Fitch 

Most often these events are announced through email, and those who desire to attend meet at the church and carpool. If 

you have never taken advantage of one of these events, we hope you will consider doing so. They are often learning 

events, inspirational events and great opportunities for fellowship.  

 



                          News from the Session 
 

At the January stated meeting, your Session: 

 

 Reviewed the 2018 Church Statistical Report and approved same. 

 

 Approved the removal of Ellen Andrews from the membership roll, per her request. 

 

 Determined that the annual Session retreat will be held on Saturday, February 23rd at the 

Foothills Presbytery office. 

 

 Named a task force to organize an Every Member Canvass Campaign. Members of the task 

force are: Pastor Trish Gwinn, Clerk of Session, Lisa Johnson; Congregational Life Chair, 

Linda Cossaboon; Congregational Life Coordinator, Lela Graden; and Congregational Life 

Committee Member, Mary Starnes. 

 

 Reviewed a contract estimate presented by Property Committee chair, David Tinga, as re-

gards a proposed covering at the entrance to the Greeting Room.  There are some questions 

and/or concerns that need to be addressed with the contractor. The Session requested the 

Property Committee chair to resolve the questions and concerns with the contractor and  

      report back at the February stated Session meeting. 

 

 Received a report from Vision & Planning Committee chair, Kristie Tennent, that a new 

church website is scheduled to launch in early February. 

 

 Received as information from Reverend Gwinn that she will be on continuing education 

leave from February 4-10. In Pastor Trish’s absence, Reverend Jim Caprell will lead worship 

on February 10th. 

 

                                                                                                      Lisa Johnson, Clerk of Session 
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Please Welcome Our New Session Members! 
 

On Sunday, January 13 our annual installation and ordination service was held during worship. We are 

blessed to welcome the following to the Session for the Class of 2021: 
 

 Beverly Calhoun, Christian Education 

 Melissa Forrester, Worship 

 Kristie Tennent, Planning & Vision  

 Janie Bridges, Trustee 

 

 In addition, Lisa Johnson will serve as our Clerk of Session thru 2020. 
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Dare                                        

Jan 12, 2019                                                                                                      by Jacqueline Fitch 

I dare to rise to face identity  

Sit and ponder the significance of the word - to relay authenticity  

Stand in truth as to maintain my integrity 

Walk in the sunlight of glory, 

Identical Kings and Queens that paved my way 

To maintain serenity 

For this I dare  

To listen to the voice of wisdom’s love song, and become but an instrument of liturgy  

To pray collectively  

So I dare 

I seek the means to  

Live only to give,  

Live only to be, 

Live only to be both seen and unseen 

  I seek to escape society’s pull yet join the human electricity and long standing dignity 
I seek to state my identity yet give thanks to divinely inspired authenticity 
 

This I so dare 

I dare to reveal the crushing fear threatening my untimely demise and … 

The immense joy at the verge of up rise  

Or 

To join the inherited faith passed like an heirloom from generation to generation and … 

Help others visualize the direction of a life travel in communion  

I dare to transcribe the events of my life in print -with the byline:  

I so dare 

I dare to feel freedom sweep through my hair as I drift through time and biblical theology 

To pen a dream and gain perspective and new sight 

To create a masterpiece to be shared with thee, and be given new light to make just one more night 

 I so Dare 

To discover the essence of a Child of God through biblical eyes, and love with awesome might 

To Walk through illuminating fires and know I’ve been strengthened to handle the fight  

For this I dare 

In search of myself, I so Dare 



 
FINANCE  

 
General Information 

739 N. Main Street 
Mauldin, SC 29662 

(864-288-3951) 
Fax: (864-288-5817) 

www.gcpc.net 
 

Office Hours 
Mon-Thurs.:          9:00 am- 3:00 pm 
Friday:                  9:00 am-12:00 pm 
 

Sundays 
Adult Sunday School,         9:30 am  
Children’s Sunday School  
Worship:              10:30 am 
 

Staff  
Pastor              Rev. Patricia Crout Gwinn           
 

Cong. Life Coordinator: :      Lela Graden 
Financial/Admin Secretary   Lisa D’Hoore 
Music Dir./Accompanist   Brooke G. Clay 
Youth Director:                Ashley Mimbela 
 
Nursery Workers           Jennifer Dye                        
    Amanda Reichelt 
      Jessica Stevens                    
              Sera White 

                                         
Emeriti 
Pastor Emeritus               Cantey DuBose 

 
Volunteer Treasurer         Bill Starnes 

 

Session  
Class of 2019 
Congregational Life      Linda Cossaboon 
Missions & Outreach        Norm St. John 
Property                                David Tinga 
 
Class of 2020 
Finance                           James Jennings 
Clerk of Session                  Lisa Johnson 
Administration                    Janice Tucker 

 
Class of 2021 
Christian Education Beverly Calhoun 
Worship                  Melissa Forrester 
Planning & Vision      Kristie Tennent 
 
Trustees                  

Class of 2019                     Mary Williams  
Class of 2020                        Kim Russell 
Class of 2021                      Janie Bridges 
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Directory Updates/Corrections 
 

Address Change: 

 Cliff Broyles 

 The Crossings 

 345 Five Forks Rd., Apt. #203 

 Simpsonville, SC 29681 

 

Phone Change: 

 Lloyd & Jeanne Schumann 

 Home Phone: 864-373-9214 

 

 Cliff Broyles (Please remove old home number) 

 Cell: 864-283-0022 

 

Email: 

 Sarah Lasitter: sarahlasitter@lcsd56g.com 

 Mary Williams: mwilliams6432@gmail.com 

 

Other: 

 Keith & Becky Self 

 When mailing anything, please remove the physical address 

 and use only the PO Box. 

Grace Covenant Financial Report  
December 2018 

   
Operating Fund   Month             YTD 
Contrib./Revenue $23,587         $306,316 
Expenses  $32,003         $295,087 
Surplus/(Deficit)       ($8,416)         $  11,229 
 

Capital Fund              $ 41,752 
Operating Fund Surplus/(Deficit)      $ 86,388 
 

Capital Fund 
Contributions              $ 3,390           $ 49,770 
Remain. Loan Bal.                           $ 274,910 

Many, many blessings in 2018  

Looking forward to continuing financial rewards in 2019 

God loves a cheerful giver ! 



COMING SOON!! 
 

Watch for information in your bulletin  

announcements very soon about our  

newly-designed website. You will find lots 

of information there about life at Grace 

Covenant Presbyterian. There will be links 

to our Face Book, Worship Services, 

Online Directory, and our Events  

Calendar. The new web address is: 

 

Gracecovenantmauldin.com 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

Feb. 03 Sunday School, Worship, Children’s  

  Church, Holy Communion, Souper  

  Bowl of Caring Collection 

 

Feb. 04 Pastor Trish—Continuing Ed Week 

 

Feb. 05 Revive After Five Circle 

 

Feb. 06 Worship Meeting, Choir Rehearsal 

 

Feb. 10 Sunday School, Worship, Children’s  

  Church, V-Day Cookie Packing, 

  Meet-Up Hike, Youth Group 

 

Feb. 12 Sharing Faith Circle, Christian Ed  

  Meeting 

 

Feb. 13 Missions & Outreach Meeting, Choir 

  Rehearsal 

 

Feb. 14 Planning & Vision Meeting 

 

Feb. 17 Sunday School, Worship, Baptism, 

  Children’s Church, Session Meeting 

 

Feb. 19 Presbytery Meeting, Crop Walk  

  Lunch & Learn 

 

Feb. 21 Newsletter Deadline, PWCT Meeting 

 

Feb. 23 Session Retreat 

 

Feb. 24 Sunday School, Worship, Children’s  

  Church, Dessert & A Movie 

 

Feb. 25 Grace Readers 

 

Feb. 27 Choir Rehearsal 

 

 

Prayer Concerns:  
 

Jimmy Baker (Jim Morris’ grandson) 

Mary Ann Jenkins (rehabilitation) 

Catherine Looper 

Sherry Pitts-chemo (Dianne Strandemo’s  sister-

in-law) 

Ron Sepic (knee problems) 

Allyson Sherer-brain cancer diagnosis  

& recent surgery (Friends of Judy Harris’ 

family) 
Herb & Lorie Sisk 

Kate Spigener-breast cancer diagnosis- 

(Friends of Judy Harris’ family) 
Mary Vause (Deb Sofield’s mom) 

Lori Williamson-cancer reoccurrence-  

(Amy Murdock’s friend) 

Our Military Men & Women 
 

 

To place a concern or thanksgiving on the  

prayer list, please call the church office 

at 288-3951 or email office@gcpc.net. 
 

In Thanksgiving: 
For the support this church family has given to 

Grace Covenant's mission in 2018! 
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9:30 am—10:15 am 
 

Adult Forum Class: 
Let’s Study Luke 

By Douglas J.W. Milne 
meets in the Overflow Room. 

 

Seekers Class: 
Lessons from the Wired Word 

meets in the Parlor.  
 

Youth Sunday School: 
Still More High School Talk Sheets 

meets in the Youth Director’s office. 
 

Children’s Sunday School: 
Growing in Gratitude-Education Wing 

 

 

 

February is a big month for the Youth! 

We're kicking things off with the Souper 

Bowl of Caring on February 3 and  

playing a big role in Worship that Sunday as 

well. The Youth will also be making Valen-

tine's Day cards for the kids at GHS Children's Hospital. On 

February 10, we're going to see if we can figure our way out 

of an Escape Room. Are we clever enough to solve the mys-

tery and make it out in time? Stay tuned! For President's Day 

the Youth are taking a break but will return on February 24 

to meet with the congregation to watch Mr. Rodgers. Thank 

you to Congregational Life for hosting this event. We look 

forward to spending time together. Also, thank you to Mary 

Starnes, Janice Tucker, Dan & Lorrie Gajda, Charles & Kris-

tie Tennent, and Jim Morris & the Baker Family for feeding 

me, the youth, and our advisors in January! We sincerely ap-

preciate the time & effort you made to pour life & blessings 

into Grace Covenant's Youth Group! We are so grateful for 

the opportunity to break bread with you.  
     ~Ashley Mimbela  

       Youth Director 
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ASK ASHLEY… 
 

So... Ashley, what have you been up to your first 90 days as Grace Covenant's brand-new Youth 

Director?  

 

- Great Question, I'm glad you asked! It has been a whirlwind of activity since I started on October 

29, 2018. Learning the ropes of working in Ministry has been a challenging but rewarding task. 

Going from an airplane to an office takes a little adjusting to.  

 

My first 90 days here have really been about building a foundation with the youth, the congregation, and the 

staff. I've learned so much and made so many new friendships these last three months. The young adults in our youth 

group are extraordinary! They each bring something new and unique to the table every Sunday. I was so proud of 

them and how well they performed at the Christmas Pageant! It truly is a privilege to work with and spend time with 

them.  

 

Thank you to everyone for your support and patience as I settle into my new position here at Grace Covenant. You 

have been so kind to me and my family, and we sincerely appreciate all your love & encouragement!  

 



 

Newsletter deadline for the March edition is 

Tuesday, February 21. Please email all articles to 

Lela at: office@gcpc.net  no later than 3:00 pm. 

Thank you! 

Grace Readers—Please join us on Monday, February 25, as we discuss our book of the month, led by 

Beverly Calhoun. Following is a synopsis of this great piece of literature… 

 

In 1985, Jefferson County, Alabama, suffered a string of armed robberies. The robber would attack restaurant man-

agers, take their cash, force them into the cooler and then shoot them in cold blood. Two managers died; the third 

survived and gave a description of the attacker to the police. Based on this identification, the sheriff’s department 

arrested Anthony Ray Hinton, an African-American man out on parole for auto theft. 

 

But Hinton had an ironclad alibi: At the time of the third robbery, he was at work 15 miles away, with a security 

guard who noted Hinton’s whereabouts throughout his shift. Furthermore, Hinton took and passed a polygraph test. 

He was innocent. Yet the district attorney pursued Hinton’s conviction with the grim determination of the furies, 

aided in his dogged efforts by an incompetent defense attorney, a racist jury and a judge who ruled in the State’s 

favor at every turn. Hinton was eventually tried, convicted and sentenced to death for the two murders. He spent 30 

years on death row before being released in 2015. Hinton tells his story in his harrowing, powerful memoir, The 

Sun Does Shine. 

 

This book is filled with questions that infuriate. Why did the DA ignore the evidence of Hinton’s innocence? Why 

would the State ignore prosecutorial misconduct and refuse to consider new exonerating evidence? Why spend so 

much time, effort and money to execute a man for a murder he demonstrably did not commit? 

 

Yet The Sun Does Shine is also filled with grace. Through his faith in God, the love of his friends and mother, his 

commitment to the other inmates on death row and the unstinting support of his appellate attorney (Bryan Steven-

son, author of Just Mercy and executive director of the Equal Justice Initiative), Hinton maintained his soul in a 

soulless world. His experience gives him a peerless moral authority on the death penalty, and he raises powerful 

questions about the practice. Hinton’s voice demands to be heard. 
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There are not enough words to express how thankful we are to the Grace Covenant family for all the 

prayers, cards, and visits after the loss of wife & mother, Shirley Broyles. Thank you! 

                                                                                                                ~Cliff, Mike, & Gail Broyles 

http://bookpage.com/reviews/17367-bryan-stevenson-just-mercy#.WqFzEJPwai4


 

       Revive After Five Circle will meet at 6:00 pm on Tuesday, February 5th at 6:00 pm in the Cottage. We 

        will enjoy fellowship, dinner, and a discussion of Lesson 4. We welcome visitors! For information, contact    

        Sarah Lasitter at (864) 414-2838.   

 

 

Sharing Faith Circle Happy February Ladies! Sharing Faith Circle will meet on February 12, President Lincoln's 

birthday. We will meet in the Overflow Room in the church at 10:30 am. Not only will we learn about God's Promise, 

but we will have a fun time doing it! There will be lively discussion and awesome pastry to enjoy. Every woman in the 

church is invited. Come on, check us out.                ~Barb St. John 

 

 

PW Happenings—February 2019 
 

• Valentine’s Cookies – as a way to remember our Grace Covenant college students and homebound members, 

Presbyterian Women mails or delivers Valentine’s cookie packages. Donations of cookies are needed, so if 

you’d like to bake a dozen or two of your favorites, please bring them to church on Sunday, February 10th, 

and leave them in the designated box in the Greeting Room. To help facilitate packaging, we kindly  

• request that you package 3-4 cookies in a baggie or with plastic wrap. Thank you for your help in sharing 

God’s love. 

 

• Budgeted benevolence funds of $300.00 were remitted to Thornwell Home in support of Sara Cottage which 

houses teenage mothers and their babies. 

 

• Plans were made to provide soup for the youth group luncheon following worship on February 3rd. 

 

• Meals of Grace were delivered to two church members during the month of January and food and beverages 

were provided for the Broyles family following Shirley’s funeral service. 

 

PAGE  10                                                     GRACE CONNECTION 

Please welcome God's newest little one to our Grace  

Covenant family! Congratulations to Shelley Walker and 

Chris Arnold on the birth of their daughter,  

Violet Christine Arnold. Violet was born on  

December 26 at 9:40 pm.  



 

CONGREGATIONAL LIFE & FELLOWSHIP  
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February Birthdays! 

 

 February 02  Earl Bradham 

 

February 04  Aubrey Alomar 

 

February 11  John Forrester 

    

February 12 Kim Russell           

 

February 15  Marcie Russell                 

  

 

February 16  Barry Graden                

                    Keith Self         

 

February 18  Lela Graden 

                   Gloria Rogers         

                     Chuck Wolfe        

 

February 20  Ken Boyd 

 

February 22  Mary Ellen Vernon 

                     

February 23  Everett Drake   

 

February 24  Kim Calhoun 

                     Norm St. John 
 

Dessert and a Movie 
On Sunday February 24 at 4 pm, your Congregational  

Life and Fellowship team, with the help of Ashley Mimbela  

and the Youth Group. will be serving up some finger desserts and 

popcorn in the Overflow Room. The Mr. Rogers movie “Won’t 

You Be My Neighbor” will be the documentary film that will be 

shown in the Sanctuary. Come out for an afternoon of fun, eat 

dessert before dinner, and be a kid again!  If you would like to 

donate a finger dessert, please call or email Lela at the church 

office at office@gcpc.net or 288-3951. 

 

 

"Soulos”: Are you single and think you might enjoy meeting 

with other singles of all ages for lunch? If so, plan to join the 

“Soulos” for lunch following worship on Sunday, February 24. 

For anyone that would like to meet and drive to the restaurant to-

gether, Bob Schroeder will stand in the Greeting Room and wait 

for those interested in going. 

 

 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

Congregational Life and Fellowship will be hosting a catered 

luncheon on Palm Sunday, April 14 immediately following  

Worship. What a wonderful opportunity to start Holy Week by 

sharing a meal with your church family. Mark your calendar now! 

More info to follow in next month’s Newsletter. 

 

 Meet-Up - To kick off our Meet-Up Hikes for 2019, we will be trying something different on Sunday, 

 February 10. All interested hikers should plan to bring a bag lunch or pick up a sandwich after worship at 

 one of our local businesses (Firehouse Subs, Subway, Wendy’s, etc.) and head to Conestee Park. Those 

 interested in participating may gather in the Greeting Room after Worship or just head on out to Conestee. 

Wearing your hiking clothes to church that day is acceptable! We will meet at Conestee Park where we will enjoy 

lunch and fellowship together, followed by an enjoyable hike.  

 

We want to make our hikes available and convenient for everyone, so please contact Dan Stogner (963-0073) with 

questions or if you have ideas to share. We hope you will join us! 



Grace Covenant Presbyterian Church 

739 North Main Street 

Mauldin, SC  29662 

Website: www.GCPC.net 


